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  PORT JERVIS FIRE DEPARTMENT 

S.O.G. 
 

Safety and Health Program 
 
# PJ-001  
 
Date: 1/01/08  
 
It is the intent of the Port Jervis Fire Department, and the goal of this program, to place 
the safety of our officers and firefighters as a priority and provide, to our utmost ability, 
for the safety of our personnel. This will be done by developing, implementing, 
monitoring, and evaluating a safety and health program.  
 
1. ORGANIZATIONAL STATEMENT  

The Port Jervis Fire Department is organized to save lives, suppress and control fires, 
and provide other services such as rescue, inspections, code enforcement, fire & arson 
investigation, public fire education and other activities as deemed in the best interest of 
the fire department or the citizens of our community.  

Membership in the fire department shall be comprised of active, social, life, and 
honorary members with the total active membership to a maximum of 75 members per 
company.  Active membership is further divided into interior structural firefighters and 
non-interior structural firefighters.  

It is the responsibility of each member to cooperate, participate, and comply with the 
provisions of this safety and health program, and to perform their assigned duties in a 
safe manner that does not present a hazard to themselves or others.  

A training program will be developed as a minimum guideline in the following 
categories:  

 Interior Structural Firefighters  

 Entry Level Training  

 In-Service Training  

 Non-Interior Structural Firefighters  

 Entry Level Training  

 In-Service Training  

 Fire Officers  
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 Department Instructors  
It is the commitment of this department is to provide safe operations; prevent accidents, 
illnesses and fatalities; comply with all applicable laws and regulations; establish safe 
work habits; and establish guidelines to help meet these objectives.  

Guidelines and standard operating guidelines (S.O.G.s), for dealing with specific 
hazardous situations, will be developed, implemented and used by the members of 
this department.  

A safety committee shall be appointed by the chief of department and members shall 
continue in that position until relieved of those responsibilities.  The committee shall 
serve in an advisory capacity to conduct, research and develop recommendations 
regarding safety and health issues for the review of the chief of department. This 
committee shall meet at least four (4) times a year.  This committee will be selected 
from a group of volunteers, submitted by each company, by the Board of Officers. 
 
Safety officers shall be appointed by the chief of department and shall continue in 
that position until relieved of those responsibilities. Each safety officer shall be 
certified to NYS ISO. If a safety officer is not available at emergencies when the 
incident commander deems that this staff position shall be activated, an appropriate 
officer or firefighter shall be assigned to this position until relieved by one of the 
department safety officers.  

The chief of department or his designee shall establish a record collection system for 
such records as injuries, illnesses, deaths, exposure to toxic products and infectious 
diseases, membership training, maintenance/inspection of equipment, apparatus, 
facilities, and other areas as deemed appropriate. 

 
2. TRAINING AND EDUCATION  

The following training guidelines are the minimum requirements to maintain active 
membership in the department and additional training courses may be developed 
and/or implemented by the chief of department or his designee.  

All training provided to members shall be developed and delivered with consideration for 
the members' safety as a priority, and where appropriate, specific safety information 
shall be incorporated into the curriculum.  

INTERIOR STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTERS: 
Newly appointed members shall be trained for all anticipated assignments prior to being 
assigned to perform them. Prior to performing firefighting duties, the newly appointed 
member shall complete the NYSOFP&C "Fire Fighter 1 (FF1)" or equivalence. The 
member shall work under the supervision of an experienced firefighter until the 
completion of NYSOFP&C "Firefighter 1.  Any equivalent curriculum shall contain as a 
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minimum the following content as required by OSHA. 
Subject Hours  

 General Hazard Recognition  1hr. 

 Fire Station Safety  2hr. 

 Response Safety  2hr. 

 Fire Scene Safety  2hr.  

 Protective Clothing  3hr.  

 Self Contained Breathing Apparatus  3hr.  

 Tool and Equipment Safety  2hr. 
              

           15 Total  
 
Existing members shall receive annually as a minimum and at least a portion of the 
required curriculum on a quarterly basis, training subjects and time in the following 
areas as required by OSHA:  
 
Subject Hours 
 

 General Hazard Recognition   30 min. 

 Fire Station Safety   30 min. 

 Response Safety   45 min.  

 Fire Scene Safety   1 hr. 15 min.  

 Protective Clothing   1 hr.  

 Self Contained Breathing Apparatus   2 hr. 

 Tool and Equipment Safety   1 hr.  

 Recent Developments in Fire Safety   1 hr. 
                            
         8 hrs. Total  
 
In addition other training courses, as identified by the chief of department, may be 
required of membership.  
 
Drivers/operators of apparatus shall complete the NYSOFP&C "EVOC and Truck 
Command Operations" course or an equivalence, prior to operating a pump and 
"Ladder Company Operations" course or an equivalence, prior to operating an aerial 
device.  
 
*Note: EVOC is a prerequisite to both Pump Operator and TCO. 
In addition, the NYSOFP&C "Emergency Vehicle Operation" course or an equivalence, 
shall be completed prior to the driving of any apparatus. 
  
Department instructors shall complete NYS Fire Service Instructor 1 & 2 (FSI 1&2) 
and be knowledgeable in the subject material they are assigned to instruct. 
Individuals having special knowledge, skills or abilities can be utilized as special 
instructors, without completing a course in instructional techniques, under the general 
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direction of the training officer.  
Officers shall complete additional courses in subject areas as determined by the chief 
of department to be appropriate for their level of responsibility. As an example, such 
courses could be in strategy, tactics, building construction, preparing for command, 
command management, firefighter safety, hazardous materials, incident command, 
Intro to Fire Officer and NYS Fire Officer 1 & 2. 
  
Additional membership training shall include, but not be limited to, such items as the 
fire department incident command system, standard operating guidelines, evacuation 
from hazardous area guidelines, right to know information, and special hazards of the 
community, HAZ-COM.  

NON-INTERIOR FIREFIGHTERS  

All newly appointed members shall be trained in tasks that they will be expected to 
perform prior to being permitted to perform them. Examples of these activities could 
be setting up lights, connecting to a water source, placing ladders, assisting with tools 
and equipment and other such duties as deemed appropriate by the chief of 
department. All newly appointed members shall complete the NYSOFP&C "Scene 
Support Operation" or Firefighter I course or its equivalence prior to performing 
firefighting duties, within one year of appointment.  

Existing members shall receive refresher training, at least annually, in the duties they 
are expected to perform. 

 
3. VEHICLES & EQUIPMENT  

Drivers and operators shall be physically able to operate the apparatus to which they 
are assigned.  

Vehicles shall always be operated in a safe and prudent manner and in accordance 
with all department guidelines, in compliance with the NYS Vehicle and Traffic Law 
and any other applicable ordinances or regulations.  

All occupants shall be seated and passenger restraint devices shall be used.  

All apparatus shall be equipped with back-up alarm devices and in addition, one or 
more firefighters shall be positioned at the rear and side of the apparatus to assist in 
backing it up, in accordance with SOG xxx (tbw). 

All PJFD apparatus shall be examined on a regular basis for routine maintenance items 
and the evaluation checklist, as approved by the chief of department, this shall be 
completed monthly for each piece of apparatus and power equipment. The Chief of 
department or his designee shall also arrange for a maintenance program for each 
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piece of apparatus, as per manufacturers recommendation. The work shall be 
completed by persons capable of doing such maintenance. Unsafe or non-serviceable 
equipment shall be removed from service until it is repaired and tested 
.  
The chief of department shall arrange for the testing of equipment such as pumps, 
hose, self contained breathing apparatus, extinguishers, ladders, etc. according to 
NFPA specifications, after its' repair, or if it appears damaged.  

All new apparatus shall comply with all NFPA specifications. 

 
4. PROTECTIVE CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT  

Protective clothing for all firefighters shall be provided commensurate with their 
responsibilities, following the highest standards. The personal protective clothing shall 
be OSHA and/or NFPA approved and include a coat, helmet, eye protection, gloves, 
bunker pants and appropriate boots. The equipment shall be used when firefighters are 
exposed to the hazards it was designed for and as required by standard operating 
guidelines.  

Each member shall be trained in the maintenance and use of their personal 
protective clothing and shall have the responsibility to see that it is maintained.  

Self contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) shall be of the positive pressure type. 
SCBA shall be used in accordance with Department S.O.G. PJ-013. All breathing 
apparatus shall be maintained and tested according to the manufacturers 
recommendations. Each member expected to use SCBA shall complete training in its 
use, prior to using the equipment at an emergency incident. Repairs will only be done 
by persons trained to do so.  

Personal alert safety devices shall be provided and will be used at all times the 
breathing apparatus is in use and tested prior to their use or when designated by the 
Officer in Charge.  

Life safety rope, harnesses, and hardware for rescue operations shall be purchased 
and maintained for that purpose, with an examination of same for deterioration on a 
regular basis. It shall be the policy that if the rescue rope is used it shall be examined 
and if necessary, downgraded or destroyed in accordance with SOG xxx (to be written). 

Members who operate power driven tools and equipment, shall wear eye, face 
and hearing protection appropriate for the tool or equipment they are using, in 
accordance with SOG xxx (to be written). .  

Safety standards applicable to the operation of tools and equipment will be adhered to 
at all times.  
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5. EMERGENCY OPERATIONS  
All training evolutions and emergency operations shall be conducted in as safe manner 
as is practical and in a manner to recognize and prevent accidents and injuries. Live 
fire training shall be conducted using NFPA 1403 as a guideline.  

A safety officer position shall be activated when, the Officer in Charge deems it 
appropriate. In the absence of a safety officer, the incident commander shall assign 
a trained officer or firefighter to fulfill this responsibility.  

A personnel accountability system shall be developed and utilized at all incidents, such 
as structure fires, hazardous materials incidents, multi-vehicle accidents, grass/brush 
fires, where personnel may have to be quickly accounted for.  

Special hazards may require special safety precautions. The special hazards shall be 
described along with the special precautions to be taken in S.O.G.'s. In addition, the 
S.O.G.'s shall be distributed to each member for inclusion in their training book. The 
development of these S.O.G.'s shall be an on-going process and be reviewed annually 
for additions and changes.  

EMS personnel and/or an ambulance will be dispatched automatically to all 
emergencies where their services may be needed.  

The fire department shall provide an adequate number of personnel to safely conduct 
emergency scene operations. So as to allow for at least a team of four to enter 
interior structural fires, it is recommended that an operational company be staffed 
with at least four firefighters within 5 minutes after arrival at an emergency.  

The Department Incident Command System shall be established and used at all alarms 
to which the Fire Department responds. All members shall be trained in the use of the 
system, in accordance with SOG xxx (to be written).  

The incident commander shall be responsible for overall safety of the firefighters 
and each officer shall monitor the safety of the personnel under their command. 

6. FACILITY SAFETY  

Fire stations shall comply with all applicable codes and be inspected annually for code 
compliance. In addition, a safety evaluation shall be conducted at least quarterly for 
items that affect memberôs safety and a checklist shall be used by the person 
performing the safety evaluation.  
 
7. MEDICAL  

All new members shall have a medical examination by a licensed physician, as 
determined by the Fire Department, prior to membership. The components of the 
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examination shall include urinalysis, gross vision, tetanus booster, pulmonary 
function, an NIDA equivalent five panel drug test with chain of custody and any other 
area identified by the physician that may restrict the candidateôs ability to perform the 
functions of a firefighter. The department shall follow the NFPA standard for medical 
surveillance.  

Existing members that develop heart disease, epilepsy, or emphysema shall have 
certification to perform as a structural firefighter by a physician. In addition a medical 
evaluation of the individual shall be conducted on an annual basis. If the firefighter's 
physical condition has changed, a medical reevaluation by a physician may be 
requested. Medical follow up may also be utilized. The safety committee shall assist the 
chief in the development of medical guidelines for firefighters after consultation with a 
physician and commensurate with OSHA 1910.156 requirements and NFPA 
specifications.  

Physicals for interior firefighters will be given once a year. 
 
While it is the memberôs responsibility to stay physically fit to perform the duties of a 
firefighter, the Fire Department will strongly encourage each member to stay 
physically fit, through a variety of methods, including scheduling activities which will 
promote the fitness of all members. 

 
8. MEMBER ASSISTANCE  

The PJFD will have an Employees Assistance program that will be posted in each 
PJFD facility.  

Should the performance or actions of a firefighter compromise the safety of him/her, 
other firefighters, or the general public in performance of official duties, it shall be 
referred to the safety committee by the Chief of Department for review. 
Recommendations regarding the individual shall be made to the Chief for review and 
action.  
 
Under no circumstances shall a fire department member act in the official capacity of a 
firefighter when the consumption of alcohol or other substances may affect their ability 
to perform in a safe manner.  The PJFD has and enforces a ñZERO TOLERANCEò 
policy. 

A critical incident stress program shall be utilized when necessary,  in accordance 
with SOG xxx (to be written).
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PORT JERVIS FIRE DEPARTMENT 
S.O.G. 

 
Wearing of Protective Equipment 

 
# PJ-002  
 
Date: 1/01/08 
 
All firefighters at the scene of a fire or incident shall wear full firefighting gear, including 
at minimum: turnout coat or bunker boots and pants; helmet; and gloves. The intent of 
this is not to require that protective gear be worn at the scene of an incident where no 
immediate hazard exists. The Officer in Charge may downgrade PPE to appropriate 
levels. 
 
All firefighters shall don respiratory protective equipment for all IDLH Atmosphere 
(Immediately Dangerous to Life or Health).  The Officer in Charge shall determine when 
SCBA respiratory protection id no longer needed by using the appropriate metering 
equipment. 
 
NOTE: OSHA REQUIREMENTS  

1910.156 (f) (1) (ii) Approved self contained breathing apparatus with full face piece, or 
with approved helmet or hood configuration, shall be provided to and worn by fire 
brigade members while working inside buildings or confined spaces where toxic 
products of combustion or an oxygen deficiency may be present. Such apparatus shall 
also be worn during emergency situations involving toxic substances.  
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PORT JERVIS FIRE DEPARTMENT 
S.O.G. 

 
Automatic Alarm, and Structure Fire Response 

 
 
# PJ-003  
 
Date: 1/01/08 
 
 
Any time an: 
 

 Automatic Alarm,  

 Telephone call for an automatic alarm, or  

 Telephone call for a structure fire  
 
 is received the response shall be five pumpers, rescue, one ladder truck and Fire 
Police.  
 
Structure fires will include fires inside of buildings not directly related to the structure, 
i.e. Kitchen fires, chair/couch fires, etc. Chimney fires are also structure fires.  

Upon receiving confirmation of a working fire the phrase "Second Alarm" shall be used 
in the radio message and another page sent.  Also, a fill-in mutual aid pumper shall be 
requested.  

The first arriving pumper shall lay in a 5ò line from a hydrant and set up to attack the 
fire from the booster tank, leaving room in front of the building for the ladder truck.  

It will be the second arriving pumper's primary duty to provide an adequate water 
supply to the pumper at the fire. This will be done at the request of the first arriving 
pumper or the incident commander. If no orders are provided prior to arrival, the 
second arriving pumper will stop at the hydrant closest to the fire and report status to 
the incident commander, i.e. "Engine 821 is staged at the hydrant."  

The ladder truck shall be positioned in front of the fire building and prepared to ladder 
the building unless directed otherwise by the incident commander. 



 

 

13 

 

PORT JERVIS FIRE DEPARTMENT 
S.O.G. 

 
Fire Attack 

 
# PJ-004  

Date: 1/01/08  
 
Upon arriving at any structure fire where flames or smoke are issuing from the building, 
the smallest line that shall be used to attack the fire shall be one and three quarter inch 
(1 3/4"). (Not booster line.) 
 
Unless fully involved at the time of attack, the lines shall not be operated so as to drive 
the flames back into the building.  
 
The only exception shall be when flames would endanger people exiting the area or 
when flames are exposing another building or area of the fire building.  
 
The FIT-5 extinguishing agent will be deployed at any fire where a person(s) may be 
trapped inside.  
 
The FIT-5 is only useful in an area where the extinguishing agent can be contained. 
 
The FIT-5 will not be used if a fire is so far advanced that the fire and smoke is venting 
out of most of the building. 
 
If a fire is this far advanced, 2 İò fire lines will be used to suppress the fire.  Master 
streams will only be used by order of the Officer in Charge. 
 
Gas and electric services must be disconnected as soon as possible. 
 
All personnel will follow SOG PJ-015, in respect to entering the structure. 
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PORT JERVIS FIRE DEPARTMENT 
S.O.G. 

 
Response to Confidential Incidents 

 
 
# PJ-005  

Date: 1/01/08  

Confidential Incidents are those which, if their nature is divulged on police or fire 
radios, may cause spectators to come to the scene of a hazardous incident. These 
may be bomb scares, reports of explosives found in buildings, etc.  

It is important that we are aware that volunteer firefighters are not covered by insurance 
when responding to or at the scene of incidents where explosives are suspected unless 
there is a fire at that location. It is to be expected that we will be called to stand by in 
close proximity to the incident where firefighters may be injured or equipment may be 
damaged by detonation.  

Upon arriving at the scene, DO NOT use the radio for any transmissions. The officer in 
charge shall check with the police officer in charge to determine if the materials involved 
may be sensitive to 2-way radio transmissions and what steps the fire department shall 
take to secure the area from spectators. Distances shall be determined using FBI 
standards. 

In the event that a auto alarm is received and upon arriving, it is found that this shall 
be handled as a confidential incident, insure that all occupants of the building are 
evacuated, and remove all firefighters and equipment to a safe location.  

Confidential incidents will not include buildings suspected to be filled with natural gas 
or gasoline fumes. These will be handled in accordance with SOG xxx (to be written). 

Incidents of confidential nature shall remain a police function, our function being to 
support the situation. 
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PORT JERVIS FIRE DEPARTMENT 
S.O.P 

 
Large Volume Flows 

 
# PJ-006 
  
Date: 1/01/08 
 
Hydrant Assist Valves shall be used when Large Diameter Hose is hooked to a hydrant.  
 
Apparatus used for water supply at large fires will be located at the hydrant whenever 
possible.  
 
Use ñBlue Hydrantsò, when designated by the Officer in Charge.. 
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PORT JERVIS FIRE DEPARTMENT 
S.O.P 

 

Response to MVA'S and Other Rescue Incidents 

# PJ-007  

Date: 1/01/08  

The Port Jervis Fire Department will respond with appropriate apparatus to all calls 
received for their service.  

A minimum of one (1) pumper will be sent to this type of call.  T827 will also respond 
where ladders, rope or other specialized equipment it carries may be required.  

Upon arrival the apparatus and cars will be positioned in such a manner as not to 
obstruct traffic or operations,  in accordance with SOG xxx (to be written).  

If fire, fuel leak, or person trapped, a minimum of one (1) - 1 1/2" hose line of sufficient 
length to cover the area of the emergency shall be laid, (minor fuel leaks will be 
exempted).  

Responsibilities of Fire Department Personnel shall be in accordance with SOG xxx (to 

be written). 
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PORT JERVIS FIRE DEPARTMENT 
S.O.G. 

 
Riding Fire Apparatus  

# PJ-008 

 Date: 1/01/08 
 
To protect firefighters from falling off of moving vehicles or from being injured in the  
event of a collision.  
 
1. No one shall ride in any position other than a seat belted position in any fire  
       apparatus. 
  
2. While vehicle is responding to alarms, all firefighters shall be seated and belted.  No 

attempts shall be made to don or doff any gear. This shall be done before the 
apparatus starts or when it comes to a stop at the scene. 

  
3. It is required that seat belts be worn at all times when an apparatus is in motion.  
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PORT JERVIS FIRE DEPARTMENT 
S.O.G. 

 
Personal Alert Safety System 

 
# PJ-009  
 
Date: 1/01/08 
 
I. Guidelines  
 
On breathing apparatus equipped with a device, it shall be activated prior to entering the 
structure of hazardous area. It shall remain in the on position at all times inside the 
building or hazardous area. The device is intended to help save your life shall you 
become disoriented, lost, trapped, low on air, or need assistance for any other reason. 
As in any life saving device, it will only assist if it is properly used. The device shall be 
tested each time that the breathing apparatus is checked and prior to each use. This 
could save your life.  

II.  Maintenance  
 
The unit shall be checked for operational readiness each time the breathing apparatus 
is used to ensure the battery is adequately charged, and the unit is functional. To check 
the unit, it must be turned on and left without movement for the time period required to 
activate the motion sensor. Once checked, turn the unit off. 
 
III   Batteries 
 
All batteries shall be changed annually.  
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PORT JERVIS FIRE DEPARTMENT 
S.O.G. 

 
Pumping Into Sprinklered Properties 

 
# PJ-010  
 
Date: 11-29-84  
 
On responding to alarms of fire at sprinklered properties the second due pumper shall:  

a. If no fire or smoke is showing or water motor gong not activated, shall stand by at 
the hydrant closest to the fire department connection and advise the officer in 
charge of such.  

 
b. If fire or smoke is showing and water motor gong is activated, shall lay Large 

Diameter Hose lines from the fire department connection to pumper and pumper 
to hydrant in which ever direction is more expedient, advise the officer in charge 
of such and be prepared to pump into system on his order.  

 
c. If water motor gong is activated, lay lines (as in b) and pump into the system when 

connected.  
 
When designated by the Officer in Charge lines shall be pumped at a predetermined 
pressure for each building.  
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PORT JERVIS FIRE DEPARTMENT 
S.O.G. 

 
Response to Calls in Mutual Aid Areas 

 
# PJ-011  
 
Date: 1/01/08 
 
It is the responsibility of the driver of each Fire Department vehicle to drive safely and 
prudently at all times. Vehicles shall be operated in compliance with the New York State 
Motor Vehicle & Traffic Law.  
 
This law provides specific legal exceptions to regular traffic regulations which apply to 
the Fire Department vehicles only when responding to an emergency incident or when 
transporting a patient to a medical facility.  
 
Emergency response does not absolve the driver of any responsibility to drive with due 
caution. The driver of the emergency vehicle is responsible for its safe operation at all 
times.  
 
When responding to an emergency, warning lights must be on and sirens must be 
sounded to warn drivers of other vehicles, as required by the New York State Vehicle & 
Traffic Law.  

The use of sirens and warning lights does not automatically give the right-of-way to the 
emergency vehicle. These devices simply request the right-of-way from other drivers, 
based on their awareness of the emergency vehicle presence.  

Emergency vehicle drivers must make every possible effort to make their presence and 
intended actions known to other drivers, and must drive defensively to be prepared for 
the unexpected inappropriate actions of others.  

All Fire Department vehicles are authorized to operate in accordance with NYS Motor 
Vehicle laws.  

Intersections present the greatest potential danger to emergency vehicles. When 
approaching and crossing an intersection with the right-of-way, drivers shall not 
exceed the posted speed limit.  

When emergency vehicles must use center or oncoming traffic lanes to approach 
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controlled intersections, (traffic light or stop sign) they must be prepared to come to a 
complete stop before proceeding through the intersection, including occasions when 
the emergency vehicle has green traffic lights.  

When approaching a negative right-of-way intersection (red light, stop sign) the vehicle 
shall come to a complete stop and may proceed only when the driver can account for all 
oncoming traffic in all lanes yielding the right-of-way.  

Emergency response with lights and siren is authorized only in conjunction with 
emergency incidents. Unnecessary emergency response shall be avoided. In order 
to avoid any unnecessary emergency response, the following rules shall apply.  

When the first unit reports on the scene with "nothing showing" or an equivalent report, 
any additional units shall continue in emergency mode, but shall not exceed the posted 
speed limit.  
 
The first arriving unit will advise additional units to respond in a ñ10-20ò non-emergency 
mode (no lights and siren), whenever appropriate.  
 
Drivers shall avoid backing whenever possible: Where backing is unavoidable, 
guides shall be used (See SOG PJ-023).  

If no guide is available, the driver shall dismount and walk completely around 
apparatus to determine if obstructions are present before backing.  

All City of Port Jervis employees are required to use seat belts at all times when 
operating a City vehicle equipped with seat belts. Anyone riding as a passenger in a 
City vehicle is also required to use seat belts. The driver shall confirm that all personnel 
and riders are on-board, properly attired, with seat belts on, before the vehicle is 
permitted to move.  

All personnel shall ride only in regular seats provided with seat belts. Riding on 
tailboards or other exposed positions is not permitted on any vehicle at any time.  

During an emergency response, fire vehicles shall avoid passing other emergency 
vehicles unless permission is obtained through radio communications.  

The unique hazards of driving on or adjacent to the fire ground requires the driver to 
use extreme caution and to be alert and prepared to react to the unexpected.  
Drivers must consider the dangers their moving vehicle poses to fire ground personnel 
and spectators who may be preoccupied with the emergency, and may inadvertently 
step in front or behind a moving vehicle.  

When stopped at the scene of an incident, vehicles shall be placed to protect personnel 
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who may be working in the street and warning lights shall be used to make approaching 
traffic aware of the incident. At night, vehicle mounted floodlights and any other lighting 
available shall be used to illuminate the scene. All personnel working in or near traffic 
lanes shall wear high visibility turnouts or vests.  

If it is not necessary to park vehicles in or near traffic lanes, the vehicle shall be pulled 
off the road to parking lots, curbs, etc., whenever possible.  

The officer in charge of the vehicle is responsible for the safety of all vehicle 
operations and managing compliance of this procedure, in accordance with SOG xxx 

(to be written).  

Emergency Response Policy  
Port Jervis Fire Department vehicles shall be operated in a manner that provides for the 
safety of all persons and property.  
 
Safe arrival shall always have priority over unnecessary speed and reckless driving en 
route to an emergency incident.  

Prompt, Safe Response Shall Be Attained By:  
1. Leaving the station in a standard manner: -quickly mounting apparatus -all 

personnel on board, seated and belts on -station doors fully open  
2. Driving defensively and professionally at reasonable speeds.  
3. Knowing where we are going.  
4. Using warning devices to move around traffic and to request the right-of-way in a 

safe and predictable manner.  
 
Fast Response Shall Not Be Attained By:  
Leaving quarters before crew has mounted safely and before apparatus doors are fully 
open.  
 

1. Driving too fast for conditions.  
2. Driving recklessly or without regard for safety.  
3. Taking unnecessary chances with negative right-of-way intersections.  
4. Intimidating or scaring other drivers.  
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PORT JERVIS FIRE DEPARTMENT 
S.O.G. 

 
Health and Safety Standard for Hair and Beards 

 
# PJ-012  
 
Date: 1/01/08 
 
Firefighting is an inherently dangerous field.   
 
Accordingly, safety standards for hair and beards are hereby established.  They shall 
apply to all Port Jervis firefighters who perform interior structural firefighting or any other 
operation that requires the use of self- contained breathing apparatus.  
 
Facial Hair  
Moustaches are permitted but shall conform to the following:  
They must be closely trimmed.  
 
They must not extend more than 1" below the corners of the mouth and not below any 
portion of the upper lip.  
 
          Note: Beards and goatees are not permitted.  
 
Sideburns  
Sideburns are permitted but shall conform to the following:  
 
They shall be kept neatly trimmed and close to the face to avoid any possibility of a  
defective mask face piece seal.  
 
They shall not extend below the lower extremity of the ear.  
 
 




